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Session 1 Directions 
Directions: 
Today, you will take Session 1 of the Grade 8 Social Studies Practice Test. 

Read each source and question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question. 
Mark your answers by circling the correct choice. If you need to change an answer, 
be sure to erase your first answer completely. You may look back at the sources 
when needed. 

Some of the questions will ask you to write a response. Write your response in the 
space provided in your test booklet. Only responses written within the provided space 
will be scored. 

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you 
finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this 
session ONLY. Do not go past the stop sign. 
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Read and study the sources about the Reconstruction era in Louisiana. Then use 
the four sources and your knowledge of social studies to answer the questions. 
 

 
Source 1 

 
Adapted from the Black Code of St. Landry Parish (1865) 

 
It was formerly made the duty of the police jury to make suitable rules for the 
supervision and control of slaves within the limits of the parish. Although slaves have 
become emancipated1 by the action of the ruling powers, it is necessary for public 
order, as well as for the comfort and correct behavior of freedmen, that suitable 
regulations should be established for their government in their changed condition. The 
following ordinances2 are adopted, with the approval of the United States military 
authority: 
  
SECTION 1. Be it ordained3, That no negro shall be allowed to pass within the limits of 
said parish without a special permit in writing from his employer. 
 
SECTION 2. Be it further ordained, That every negro who shall be found absent from 
the residence of his employer after 10 o’clock at night, without a written permit from his 
employer, shall pay a fine. 
 
SECTION 3. Be it further ordained, That no negro shall be permitted to rent or keep a 
house within said parish. 
 
1emancipated: freed 
2ordinances: laws 
3ordained: ordered 
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Source 2 
 

Excerpt from Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of 
the First Black Congressmen (2008) 

by Philip Dray 
 
This excerpt includes a quotation by Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback, the first 
African American governor in the United States.  
 
[Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback] was often frustrated during . . . Reconstruction, 
as he watched the Black Codes imposed [on African Americans] and former 
Confederates assume public office. . . . 
 
He warned against a false sense of entitlement1 created by the Civil War. “There is a 
sense of security displayed by our people that is really alarming,” he said in  
June 1867 . . . “They seem to think that all is done, the Great Battle has been fought 
and the victory won. Gentlemen, this is a fallacy2. The Great Contest has just begun.”  
 

1entitlement: privilege 
2fallacy: mistaken belief 
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Source 3  
 

Excerpt from the Louisiana Constitution (March 7, 1868) 
 
All men are created free and equal, and have certain absolute rights. Among these are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. To secure these rights, governments are 
instituted among men, getting their just powers from the consent of the governed. 
 
All persons, without regard to race, color, or previous condition, born or naturalized1 in 
the United States, and subject to its laws, and residents of this State for one year, are 
citizens of this State. . . . They shall enjoy the same civil, political, and public rights and 
privileges, and be subject to the same pains and penalties. 
 
There shall not be slavery in this State, otherwise than for the punishment of crime, in 
which the person shall have been duly convicted. 
 
The press shall be free. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments 
on all subjects. . . . 
 
The right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the government, or any 
department of government, shall never be reduced. 
 
All persons shall enjoy equal rights and privileges upon any public transportation.  
 
All places of business . . . shall be opened to all persons, without distinction or 
discrimination on account of race or color. 
 
1naturalized: officially becoming a citizen 
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Source 4  
 

The “Strong” Government 1869–1877 (1880) 
by James Albert Wales 

 
This political cartoon shows a woman, “the Solid South,” carrying Ulysses S. Grant in a 
bag marked “carpet bag and bayonet rule.” The cartoon was published in the American 
magazine Puck in 1880.  
 

 
 
Source 2: Excerpt from Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the 
Lives of the First Black Congressmen by Philip Dray. Copyright © 2008 by Philip Dray. 
Reprinted by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights 
reserved. 
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1. Which phrase explains how Black Codes, like those in Source 1, influenced 
Governor Pinchback’s views expressed in Source 2? 
 
A. by ending African Americans’ property rights  
B. by dividing African American communities 
C. by showing African Americans’ continued struggle for equality 
D. by emphasizing that African Americans were forced to work on southern 

farms 
 
 

2. Which statement explains why the state legislature passed the new Louisiana 
Constitution of 1868, shown in Source 3? 
 
A. Reconstruction laws forced Louisiana to give land and livestock to formerly 

enslaved African Americans. 
B. Reconstruction laws required Louisiana to abolish slavery and provide civil 

rights to African Americans. 
C. Reconstruction laws required Louisiana to grant greater freedoms and rights 

to women. 
D. Reconstruction laws forced Louisiana to abandon the parish system of 

government. 
 
 
3. Which statement describes an action taken by white southerners who opposed the 

principles in the Louisiana Constitution of 1868, shown in Source 3? 
 
A. They created a new political party in the state. 
B. They supported the appointment of military governors.  
C. They founded a secret society known as the Ku Klux Klan. 
D. They attempted to overthrow the state government. 
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4. Using Source 4, which statements best explain why many white southern citizens 
were concerned about the arrival of carpetbaggers?  

 
Select the two correct answers. 

 
A. Carpetbaggers were accused of delaying the goals of Reconstruction.  
B. Carpetbaggers were associated with the values of the northern Radical 

Republicans. 
C. Carpetbaggers migrated from foreign countries and introduced new customs. 
D. Carpetbaggers were thought to be stealing the wealth of the South.  
E. Carpetbaggers often moved to southern cities and opposed modern ways of 

life. 
F. Carpetbaggers were fully protected by the federal government during 

Reconstruction. 
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5. Write four phrases in the correct columns of the chart to show the actions taken by 
people in Louisiana to resist Reconstruction and the ways the federal government 
responded to this resistance. There are two correct answers for each column of 
the chart.   

 
Phrases: 
interfered with African Americans’ voting rights 
refused to allow carpetbaggers to enter the state 
divided the South into five military districts to ensure the states ratified and 
enforced the Fourteenth Amendment  
enacted Black Codes to restrict the activities of African Americans and control the 
workforce 
gave money to formerly enslaved African Americans to buy land 
passed constitutional amendments to protect the rights of African Americans 

 
Actions Taken by Louisiana Citizens to 

Resist Reconstruction 
Federal Government Responses to 
Resistance by Louisiana Citizens 
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Read and study the sources about Louisiana statehood. Then use the four 
sources and your knowledge of social studies to answer the questions. 
 

 
Source 1 
 

Events Related to Louisiana Statehood 
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Source 2  
 

The Territory of Orleans (1806) 
 

This map shows the Territory of Orleans before Louisiana was admitted to the Union as 
a state. 
 

 
 
  



Social Studies  

 12 

Se
ss

io
n 

1 

Source 3  
 

The Debate over Louisiana Statehood 
 
These excerpts are about the debate that arose over statehood for Louisiana. The first 
is a quote from a speech by a member of the U.S. House of Representatives. The 
second is an excerpt from an article in Louisiana Life magazine. 
 

Adapted from a Speech on the Floor of the U.S. House of Representatives  
(January 4, 1811) 

by Representative Laban Wheaton of Massachusetts 
 
If we may extend our limits at all, without the consent of the people, further than what is 
expressed in the Constitution, who can tell what number of states we may have in the 
Union? Then what will become of the Old United States, who first entered into the 
agreement contained in the Constitution? Instead of these new states being annexed 
to1 us, we shall be annexed to them, lose our independence, and become altogether 
subject to their control. 
 
1annexed to: taken over by 
 

Excerpt from “How Louisiana Became a State” (2012) 
by Ron Chapman 

 
[It was a] long and tortured1 process whereby Louisiana became the 18th state to join 
the Union. Many arguments arose in opposition. Some related directly to the history, 
culture, laws and racial characteristics of the Territory of Orleans. Others focused on the 
questionable boundaries of this newly proposed state. 
 
But a significant portion of the opposition grew out of deep constitutional concerns over 
just how large the United States could become. Did the Constitution allow the 
acquisition of lands beyond those established by the Treaty of Paris of 1783? Could 
states be carved out of the lands gained by the Louisiana Purchase? Was there a limit 
to the number of states that could be admitted to the Union? What impact would a 
growing nation have on the power of the founding states? 
 
1tortured: causing great anxiety 
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Source 4 
 

Preambles to the United States and Louisiana Constitutions 
 

Excerpt from the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution (1789) 
 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility1, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity2, do 
ordain3 and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 
 
1tranquility: peace 
2posterity: future generations 
3ordain: officially order 
 

Excerpt from the Preamble to the Louisiana Constitution (1812) 
 
We, the Representatives of the People of [Louisiana] . . . entitled1 an act to enable the 
people of the Territory of Orleans to form a constitution and state government for the 
admission . . . [as a] state into the Union on an equal footing2 with the original states, 
and for other purposes: in order to secure to all the citizens thereof the enjoyment of the 
right of life, liberty and property, do . . . establish the following constitution or form of 
government, and do mutually agree with each other to form ourselves into a free and 
independent state, by the name of the State of Louisiana. 
 
1entitled: permitted  
2equal footing: the same rights and conditions 
 
Source 3: Excerpt from “How Louisiana Became a State” by Ron Chapman 
from Louisiana Life. Copyright © 2012 Louisiana Life. Reprinted by permission. 
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6. Based on Source 1 and Source 3, which events had a direct impact on Louisiana 
becoming a state?  

 
Select the two correct answers. 

 
A. President Jefferson agreed to make the Louisiana Purchase. 

B. Newly created states took control of Congress. 

C. The U.S. military took control of West Florida. 

D. Louisiana voted to become an independent country. 

E. The British army burned the Capitol in Washington, D.C.  
 
 
7. Using Source 2, which factor most likely influenced the decision by the U.S. 

Congress to admit Louisiana as a state? 
 

A. New Orleans had been declared the capital city of the state by delegates who 
wrote the Louisiana Constitution of 1812. 

B. The Mississippi River flowed through Louisiana and would lead to increased 
U.S. transportation and trade.  

C. U.S. troops ensured the safety of and access to the port of New Orleans. 

D. The parishes of Louisiana had been permanently established by leaders 
before 1812.  

 
 
8. Based on Source 4, which phrase explains how the U.S. Constitution influenced 

the Louisiana Constitution of 1812? 
 

A. by outlining the rules for defending the nation  
B. by defining the powers of parish and city governments 
C. by highlighting the importance of equality among the states 
D. by emphasizing the importance of protecting the liberties of citizens 
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9. Based on Source 4, which statement best explains how the Preamble to the 
Louisiana Constitution of 1812 was similar to the Preamble of the U.S. 
Constitution? 

 
A. Both preambles were written as guidelines for Louisiana’s government 

officials. 

B. Both preambles defined Louisiana’s relationship with other states. 

C. Both preambles were written by representatives of the people. 

D. Both preambles outlined the need for defending the citizens. 
 
 
10. Using Source 4, which statement best explains why statehood was beneficial to 

Louisiana and its people? 
 

A. Its citizens were guaranteed the same rights as U.S. citizens.  
B. It had to accept the supremacy of the U.S. Constitution. 
C. It was allowed to negotiate directly with Spain about its borders. 
D. Its enslaved people were granted freedom. 
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11. Using the sources and your knowledge of social studies, identify two different 
challenges faced by Louisiana as it became a state and explain why each 
challenge had to be overcome in order for Louisiana to be admitted to the Union as 
a state. 
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Read and study the sources about the fishing industry in Louisiana. Then use the 
four sources and your knowledge of social studies to answer the questions. 
 
 
Source 1 
 

Saltwater and Freshwater Fishing in Louisiana  
 
This map shows select locations of saltwater and freshwater fishing for commercial and 
recreational purposes in Louisiana. 
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Source 2  
 

Excerpt from Commercial Fishing 
by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

 
Louisiana seafood is known around the world for taste, quality and variety. . . . About  
70 percent of the seafood harvested off the Gulf Coast is [caught] in Louisiana, making 
[the state] the number one supplier of shrimp, oysters, blue crab, crawfish and alligator 
in the United States and a close second in . . . finfish. 
 
The aquatic resources of Louisiana are an important part of the state economy. They 
provide jobs, income, tax revenue and innovations that protect [the state’s] . . . waters.  
 
In Louisiana, the fisheries management systems . . . at both the state and federal level 
ensure that [the state’s] fisheries operate sustainably1, protecting the long-term health of 
fish, shellfish, and their ecosystems, as well as the communities and economies that 
depend upon these resources. 
 
1sustainably: in a way that can be continued for a long time 
 
 
Source 3  
 

The Louisiana Seafood Industry, 2003–2012 
 
This graph shows the amount of fish and shellfish caught by Louisiana commercial 
fisheries from 2003 to 2012. 
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Source 4  
 

Factors Affecting Commercial Fishing in Louisiana 
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12. Using Source 1, which of Louisiana’s fishing areas would most likely be affected 
by storm surges created by hurricanes? 

 
Select the two correct answers. 

 
A. freshwater areas near the Arkansas border 
B. areas closest to the Gulf Coast 
C. areas on waterways in the northern part of the state 
D. low-lying areas near large water sources 
E. freshwater areas along the Red River 

 
 

13. Using Source 2, which statement explains how the demand for seafood products 
most likely affects the commercial fishing industry in Louisiana? 
 
A. When demand is low, the price of seafood increases in the market. 
B. Changes in demand affect recreational fishing more than commercial fishing. 
C. When demand is high, more jobs in the industry become available. 
D. Changes in demand affect the quality more than the quantity of fish supplied. 

 
 

14. Based on Source 2, which factor is most important for maintaining the long-term 
trend for finfish shown in Source 3? 
 
A. government efforts to prevent the overfishing of the fisheries 
B. government efforts to encourage consumer demand for fish 
C. industry efforts to reduce costs of harvesting fish 
D. industry efforts to recruit new workers to the fisheries 

 
 
15. Based on Source 4, which statement best explains how excessive rain can 

negatively affect the fishing industry in Louisiana? 
 
A. Excessive rain introduces predatory species in fish habitats. 
B. Excessive rain increases oxygen levels in fish habitats. 
C. Excessive rain increases the pollution of fish habitats. 
D. Excessive rain changes the water levels of fish habitats. 
 



Social Studies  

 22 

Se
ss

io
n 

1 

16. Write two correct factors that influence decline in the fishing industry in Louisiana 
and two correct effects of decline in the fishing industry in Louisiana in the concept 
map.  
 
Influential Factors and Effects: 
fishing profits decrease 
droughts disturb natural habitats 
hurricanes damage breeding grounds 
unemployment increases  
cost of fishing decreases 
thunderstorms move across the state 
annual snow melt increases water levels in rivers 

 
Causes 

 

 

 
Decline in the Fishing Industry in Louisiana 

 
Effects 
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Read and study the sources about historic Native Americans in Louisiana. Then 
use the three sources and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
questions. 
 
 
Source 1 

 
Historic Native American Settlement Sites in Louisiana 
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Source 2 
 

Excerpt from Indians, Settlers, and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy:  
The Lower Mississippi Valley before 1783 

by Daniel H. Usner 
 
[T]rade with Indians quickly became an important means of both military protection and 
[economic] development in Louisiana. Access to trade goods . . . [was a] critical [issue] 
in French-Indian relations. In 1711, [Governor] Bienville . . . declared that the Choctaws 
“are key to this country” and that they must be provided with “cloth to clothe them and 
weapons to defend themselves.” The Chickasaws . . . had already made it clear that 
“not being able to obtain from us their needs which have become indispensable1 to 
them, they find themselves obliged2 to take them from the English.” According to 
exchange customs, Indians in the Lower Mississippi Valley required that presents be 
distributed to them whenever an agreement . . . was made. They trade among 
themselves, and now with Europeans, not only to acquire scarce products but . . . to 
demonstrate a willingness to maintain peaceful political relations. Gift giving, smoking 
the calumet3, and other [friendly] acts served as symbolic expressions of sociable ties 
between host and guest parties. 
 
1indispensable: necessary  
2obliged: required 
3calumet: Native American peace pipe 
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Source 3 
 

Trade between the French and the Choctaw Tribe of Louisiana (1759) 
 

This list shows some of the goods that the French traded with the Choctaw tribe of 
Louisiana in return for fur pelts. 
 
1,500 blankets  
2,600 men’s shirts 
400 women’s shirts 
300 pounds of assorted round beads 
30 gross1 of woodcutters’ knives 
600 mirrors mounted in leather 
25 gross of combs 
6,000 sewing needles 
8,000 pounds of flat iron for hatchets, pickaxes, and tomahawks 
50 pounds of assorted thread 
 
1gross: twelve dozen (144) 
 
Source 2: Excerpt from Indians, Settlers, and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy: 
The Lower Mississippi Valley before 1783 by Daniel H. Usner. Copyright © 1992 by 
Daniel H. Usner. Reprinted by permission of the University of North Carolina Press. 
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17. Using Source 1, which statement explains how the Mississippi River most likely 
affected the development of the Native American settlements of Louisiana? 

 
A. The river flooded villages and prevented tribes from trading. 
B. The river made everyday life and trading resources easier.  
C. The river made it difficult for tribes to interact with each other. 

D. The river produced adobe clay for building houses and walls. 
 
 
18. Based on Source 2, which statements best explain the importance of the trade 

relationship between the French and Native Americans in Louisiana? 
 

Select the two correct answers. 
 
A. Trade encouraged peaceful relations. 
B. Trade taught each group about a different culture. 
C. Trade limited opportunities for employment. 
D. Trade allowed both groups to gain land. 
E. Trade prevented the spread of diseases to both groups. 

 
 
19. Which statement explains how the culture of Native Americans in Louisiana was 

most likely affected by trade with Europeans described in Source 2 and  
Source 3? 

 
A. Trade with Europeans caused Native Americans to return to pre-Columbian 

traditions because they disliked European values. 
B. Trade with Europeans preserved Native American cultures because 

Europeans valued their goods. 
C. Trade with Europeans led Native Americans to abandon traditional practices 

and become dependent on European goods. 
D. Trade with Europeans resulted in Native Americans becoming completely 

adapted to European culture. 
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20. Based on Source 2, which statement best explains how the scarcity of resources 
affected the relationship between Native Americans and European settlers? 

 
A. It caused widespread fighting among Europeans.  

B. It forced Native Americans to leave some areas. 

C. It made Native Americans stop fighting with each other. 

D. It led to more trading between the two groups. 
 



Social Studies   

 29  

Session 1 

GO ON TO NEXT PAGE



Social Studies  

 30 

Se
ss

io
n 

1 

21. Use the timeline and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
question. 

 
Events Related to the Cotton Industry in Louisiana 

 

 
 

Which statement best describes a feature of the cotton industry in the economic 
development of Louisiana? 

 
A. Louisiana farmers have reduced the number of planted acres of cotton over 

time. 
B. Demand has had a large impact on the amount of cotton production in 

Louisiana. 
C. Technological innovations have usually increased the cost of cotton in 

Louisiana.  
D. Louisiana has produced more cotton fabric and clothing than any other state. 
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22. Use the excerpt and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
question. 

 
Excerpt from “Huey Long” in The Readers Companion  

to American History (1991) 
by Alan Brinkley 

 
Beginning in 1932, Huey Long began a national political career. . . . Huey Long 
voiced resentments1 that many depression-era Americans felt. He promised a 
radical redistribution2 of wealth: . . . taxes would scale down large fortunes, and the 
revenue would be used to guarantee everyone a minimum annual income. 
 
1resentments: bitterness 
2redistribution: dividing something among groups in a different way 
 
Source: Excerpt from “Huey Long” by Alan Brinkley from The Readers Companion 
to American History edited by Eric Foner & John A. Garraty. Copyright © 1991 
by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. Reprinted by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
 
Which statement best explains how Huey Long influenced politics in Louisiana? 

 
A. His goal to abolish income taxes led to an increase in voter turnout. 
B. His plans to help the working class weakened the power of the wealthy elites.   
C. His views reflected a trend toward more conservative tax policies. 
D. His appeal to big business owners caused them to donate to his campaign. 
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23. Use the photograph and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
question.  

 
Higgins Boat Factory 

 
This photograph shows the construction of Higgins boats in New Orleans during 
World War II. The sign at the top of the photograph states, “The guy who relaxes is 
helping the Axis!”  

 

 
 

Which statement best explains how World War II influenced the economy of 
Louisiana? 

 
A. It reduced the need of the state to ration materials for production. 
B. It increased the dependency of the state on the fishing industry. 
C. It created a large market for consumer goods in the state.  
D. It helped create a manufacturing industry in the state.  
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24. Use the maps and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question. 
 

Louisiana Coastal Wetlands, 1853 and 1978 
 

These maps show the Isles Dernières in southeastern Louisiana. 
 

 
 

Which factor most influenced the changes shown on the maps? 
 

A. rising sea levels that caused coastal erosion 
B. bridge construction that caused the shoreline to erode 
C. offshore oil drilling that changed the seafloor 
D. development of the coast that changed the shoreline 
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25. Use the excerpt and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
question. 

 
Excerpt from “Louisiana’s Economy and International Trade” 

from Business Roundtable 
 

With more than 95 percent of the world’s population and 80 percent of the world’s 
purchasing power outside the United States, future economic growth and jobs 
for Louisiana and the United States increasingly depend on expanding U.S. trade 
in the global marketplace. 
 
• International trade, including exports and imports, supports 539,002 Louisiana 

jobs—more than 1 in 5 jobs. . . . 
• Louisiana exported $48.0 billion in goods and $9.8 billion in services in  

2013. . . . 
• Customers in 196 countries buy Louisiana goods and services. In 2013,  

$19.9 billion of Louisiana’s goods exports, or 42 percent, went to Free Trade 
Agreement partners. 

 
Source: Excerpt from “Louisiana’s Economy and International Trade” 
from Business Roundtable. Copyright © 2013 Business Roundtable. Reprinted by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 
According to the excerpt, which statement best explains how free trade affects the 
economy of Louisiana? 

 
A. Most countries that buy Louisiana products and services engage in free trade. 
B. Free trade makes it easier to sell Louisiana products and services to other 

countries. 
C. Many companies in Louisiana discourage free trade because it makes foreign 

products cheaper. 
D. Free trade encourages foreign companies to establish their headquarters in 

Louisiana. 
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26. Which statement best explains why it is important for Louisiana citizens to be 
informed about government issues? 

 
A. An informed citizen is less likely to perform jury duty. 
B. An informed citizen is better able to ignore voting in elections. 
C. An informed citizen is less likely to pay income taxes to the government. 
D. An informed citizen is better able to participate in decisions about 

government. 
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You have come to the end of Session 1 of the test. 
 
• Review your answers from Session 1 only. 
• Then, close your test booklet and sit quietly or read silently

.
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Session 2 Directions 

Directions: 
Today, you will take Session 2 of the Grade 8 Social Studies Practice Test. 

Read each source and question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question. 
Mark your answers by circling the correct choice. If you need to change an answer, 
be sure to erase your first answer completely. You may look back at the sources 
when needed. 

Some of the questions will ask you to write a response. Write your response in the 
space provided in your test booklet. Only responses written within the provided space 
will be scored. 

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you 
finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this 
session ONLY. Do not go past the stop sign.  
 

Session 2 
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Read and study the sources about Progressivism in Louisiana. Then use the four 
sources and your knowledge of social studies to answer the questions. 
 
 
Source 1 
 
Excerpt from “Jean and Kate Gordon: New Orleans Social Reformers, 1898–1933” 

by Kathryn Kemp 
 
This excerpt is from an article that appeared in the Journal of the Louisiana Historical 
Association in 1983. 
 
Jean and Kate [Gordon’s] lives of public service began with club and charity 
activities . . .  
 
It was New Orleans drainage problems that brought the Gordons into the political 
limelight1. . . . Reform [groups] in the city pushed for the creation of a Sewerage and 
Water Board (S&WB) . . . In 1899 they finally got the matter as far as a public  
vote. . . . This was the only election, until the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, in 
which Louisiana women—at least those who owned property—voted. . . . 
 
Kate heard [a] lecturer . . . urge “women to stand for women.” Later she remembered, “It 
was a great epoch2 in my life. I saw how women could help women.” 
 
[The Gordon sisters] became active suffragists. . . . In 1913 . . . [they] organized the 
Louisiana State Suffrage Association. . . . When interviewed on the effects of a decade 
of woman suffrage in 1930, Miss Kate declared, “It has made men respect the opinion 
of women . . .” 
 
1limelight: public attention 
2epoch: period of time, usually marked by important events 
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Source 2 
 

Adapted from “The Work of the Anti-Saloon League” 
by J. C. Jackson 

 
This excerpt is from an article that appeared in the Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science in 1908. 
 
The Anti-Saloon League has been in operation in Louisiana for only a short time. It finds 
the situation for temperance organizations1 good. Of the fifty parishes in Louisiana, 
thirty are dry2, and in a number of others there is only one saloon to the parish. Three-
fourths of the state is in dry territory and that is 40 per cent of the population.  
 
In nearly all the states the law-enforcement department is in closest touch and  
co-operation with the state and local officials. The league has been leader or assistant 
in over 31,000 cases of law enforcement. 
 
The Anti-Saloon League has not been alone. The Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union has been at work since 1874. The Prohibition party was established in 1869. A 
score or more of temperance societies have been in operation since 1808. The Anti-
Saloon League has added another to this.  
 
1temperance organizations: organizations that support little or no alcohol use 
2dry: not selling alcohol 
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Source 3 
 

Excerpt from “Louisiana’s Progressive Governor, John Milliken Parker” 
 
This excerpt is from the Louisiana Historical Association’s Dictionary of Louisiana 
Biography. 
 
[John Milliken] Parker ran for governor as the Progressive party candidate in 1916 and 
[was a] successful Democratic candidate in 1920. 
 
Parker joined the national Progressive party formed by former President Theodore 
Roosevelt. . . . Parker had been [a] frequent host and hunting companion of Roosevelt 
in Louisiana; and Roosevelt’s support for federalization1 of flood control and the sugar 
tariff appealed to Parker and South Louisiana planter and sugar interests. . . .  
 
During the period [from] 1912 to 1920, Parker [supported] causes associated with 
progressivism, including women’s suffrage, abolition2 of child labor, income and 
inheritance taxes, and conservation.  
 
[As a] candidate for governor, he [worked for] increased support for public education 
and [charitable] institutions, and the expansion of Louisiana State University . . . [W]ith 
the support of Huey Pierce Long, [Parker] increased state regulation of utilities, notably 
oil and gas pipelines. . . . His priorities as governor were the elimination of the [political 
corruption in] New Orleans . . . and the modernization of state services . . . [which he] 
achieved partly through the adoption of a new state constitution. 
 
1federalization: taking control by the federal government 
2abolition: ending 
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Source 4 
 

Children Working in an Oyster Cannery 
 

This photograph was taken in Dunbar, Louisiana, in 1911. Some of the children 
reportedly worked from 3:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. daily. 
 

 
 
Source 1: Excerpt from “Jean and Kate Gordon: New Orleans Social Reformers,  
1898–1933” by Kathryn Kemp from Louisiana History. Copyright © 1993 by Kathryn 
Kemp. Reprinted by permission of the Louisiana Historical Association. 
 
Source 3: “John Milliken Parker” from Dictionary of Louisiana Biography. Copyright © 
1988 by the Louisiana Historical Association. Reprinted by permission. 
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27. Based on Source 1, which statement best explains how Louisiana was affected by 
reformers like the Gordon sisters in the early 1900s? 

 
A. Women in Louisiana were organized to fight for voting rights. 
B. Levees were built to protect urban areas from storm surges. 
C. Women were elected to high positions in state government. 
D. Poor residents of Louisiana were awarded free tuition. 

 
 

28. Based on Source 2, which statement best explains how Louisiana parishes 
reacted to the temperance movement? 

 
A. A statewide ban on alcohol consumption was protested by many parishes. 
B. Most parishes allowed citizens to join only one temperance organization. 
C. Citizens came together in many parishes to ban the sale of alcohol. 
D. Police officers in most parishes opposed the efforts of temperance reformers. 

 
 

29. Using Source 3, which group most likely opposed the Progressive reform efforts 
of Governor Parker? 

 
A. tenant farmers and sharecroppers in rural areas 
B. owners of large utility companies and drilling interests 
C. dockworkers in New Orleans and other port cities 
D. supporters of property and voting rights for women 

 
 
30. Based on Source 3, which statement best explains why Governor Parker was 

regarded as a progressive politician? 
 

A. He was a member of the Democratic Party but also was a friend of President 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

B. He held a strict view of the Constitution that called for limited federal 
government powers. 

C. He believed in educational and income requirements for voters participating in 
state elections. 

D. He supported the federal and state governments’ role in solving social and 
political problems. 
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31. Using Source 4, which statement best explains why it was important to change 
child labor laws in Louisiana? 

 
A. Child workers were unable to complete a standard workday. 
B. Children were prevented from working in agriculture. 
C. Children were working long hours in unsafe conditions. 
D. Child workers were being paid less than adults were. 

 
 
32. Circle one option in each of the bolded selections that best complete the 

paragraph about Louisiana and the Progressive era.  
 
Progressivism was a [civil rights movement; cultural movement; reform 
movement; revolutionary movement] during the late nineteenth century and the 

early twentieth century. Progressivism aimed to address political, social, and 

economic challenges and eliminate problems caused by [foreign and domestic 
policy; industrialization and urbanization; supply and demand; westward 
migration and settlement]. Progressivism affected Louisiana and its people in 

many ways. For example, Progressives in Louisiana were successful in their 

efforts to change child labor laws, [end segregation; improve public education; 
reduce government regulation; increase imports], establish a workers’ 

compensation program, and [end political corruption; expand roads and 
utilities; remove temperance organizations; develop literacy tests].  

  

Session 2 



Social Studies  

 46 

 
Read and study the sources about Louisiana during the Civil War. As you read 
the four sources, think about the social and economic effects of the Civil War on 
Louisiana. After you read the sources, answer the questions. 
 

 
Source 1 

 
Sites of Major Civil War Battles in Louisiana 
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Source 2 
 

Adapted from A Confederate Girl’s Diary (May 14, 1862) 
by Sarah Morgan Dawson  

 
I am beginning to believe that we are even of more importance in Baton Rouge than we 
thought we were. 
 
Let us have liberty of speech and action in our land. If they conquer us I will 
acknowledge them as a superior. I will not say that we were conquered by cowards, for 
where would that place us? 
 
It will take a brave people to gain us, and that the Northerners undoubtedly are. I would 
scorn to have an inferior foe. I will ever say mine fought against brave men, and won the 
day. 
 
I was never a Secessionist, for I quietly adopted father’s views on political subjects 
without meddling with them. But even father went over with his State, and when so 
many outrages were committed by the fanatical leaders of the North, though he 
regretted the Union, said, “Fight to the death for our liberty.” I say so, too. I want to fight 
until we win the cause so many have died for. I don’t believe in Secession, but I do in 
Liberty. I want the South to conquer, dictate its own terms, and go back to the Union. I 
believe that, apart, inevitable ruin awaits both. It is a rope of sand1, this Confederacy, 
founded on the doctrine of Secession, and will not last many years—not five. The 
North cannot subdue us. We are too determined to be free. They have no right to take 
our property to pay debts they themselves have incurred. Death as a nation, rather than 
Union on such terms. We will have our rights secured on so firm a basis that it can 
never be shaken. If by power of overwhelming numbers they conquer us, it will be a 
barren victory over a desolate land. We will not submit to despotism under the garb of 
liberty. 
 
1rope of sand: weak political state 
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Source 3 
 

Siege of Port Hudson 
 

Adapted from “The Fight at Port Hudson” (April 18, 1863) 
by Harper’s Weekly 

 
This excerpt from an article in Harper’s Weekly describes the siege of Port Hudson in 
March 1863. 
 
On the night of 14–15th March, Admiral Farragut passed the rebel batteries1 at Port 
Hudson. He attacked the forts with his entire fleet. All but the two vessels were repelled. 
A graphic description of this event is given by a reporter for the New York Herald. 
 
“Never shall I forget the sight that then met my astonished vision. Shooting upward at 
an angle of forty-five degrees, with the rapidity of lightning, small globes of golden flame 
were seen sailing through the sky. The terrible missile. 
 
The enemy poured in his shot and shell as thick as hail. 
 
The roar of the cannon was constant, and the flashes, together with the flight of the 
shells from the mortar boats, made up a combination of sound and sight impossible to 
describe. It was very difficult to know how to steer to prevent running ashore. 
 
Upward and upward rolled the smoke, shutting out of view the beautiful stars and 
obscuring the vision on every side.  
 
It was a melancholy affair, for we did not know if the whole expedition was a failure; 
neither could we tell whether any of our vessels had been destroyed, nor how  
many.”  
 
1rebel batteries: groups of Confederate soldiers with large guns 
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Bombardment of Port Hudson by Admiral Farragut’s Fleet (March 14–15, 1863) 
 
This image shows the bombardment of the Confederate fort at Port Hudson, on the 
Mississippi River, by the U.S. Navy in March 1863.  
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Source 4 
 

Excerpt from The Blockade of Confederate Ports, 1861–1865 
by United States Department of State, Office of the Historian 

 
This excerpt describes the U.S. blockade against the Confederacy during the Civil War 
and its effects. 
 
During the Civil War, Union forces established a blockade of Confederate ports 
designed to prevent the export of cotton and the smuggling of war material into the 
Confederacy. The blockade . . . was an important economic policy that successfully 
prevented Confederate access to weapons that the industrialized North could produce 
for itself. The U.S. Government successfully convinced foreign governments to view the 
blockade as a legitimate tool of war. It was less successful at preventing the smuggling 
of cotton, weapons, and other materiel from Confederate ports to . . . Mexico, the 
Bahamas, and Cuba, as this trade remained profitable for foreign merchants in those 
regions and elsewhere. 
 
U.S. Secretary of State William Henry Seward recommended adopting the blockade 
shortly after the Battle of Fort Sumter in April, 1861 . . . President Abraham Lincoln . . . 
proclaimed the blockade on April 19. Lincoln extended the blockade . . . on April 27. By 
July of 1861, the Union Navy had established blockades of all the major Southern  
ports. . . .  
 
Although Confederate leaders were confident that Southern economic power would 
compel European powers to intervene in the Civil War on behalf of the Confederacy, 
Britain and France remained neutral despite their economic problems. . . .  
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33. Using Source 1, which statement explains why Louisiana was most likely an 
important Civil War battleground? 

 
A. New Orleans was the major military manufacturing center in the South. 
B. Louisiana cities contained storehouses of military goods for the Confederate 

Army. 
C. New Orleans was one of the largest ports for commerce in the United States. 
D. Louisiana was a major source of manufactured goods for the Confederate 

Army. 
 
 

34. Using Source 1 and Source 3, which statement best explains why many battles 
took place along the Mississippi River in Louisiana? 

 
A. The Union wanted to free enslaved people in the region. 
B. The Union wanted to separate the Confederacy into two parts. 
C. The Union wanted to prevent Confederate troops from escaping to the West. 
D. The Union wanted to gain control of the Gulf of Mexico. 

 
 
35. Based on Source 4, why did the Union use the blockade policy against Louisiana 

during the Civil War? 
 

A. to weaken Louisiana’s military and economy 
B. to force Louisiana to sell cotton to the North 
C. to encourage trade between Central America and Louisiana 
D. to make Louisiana buy food and supplies from the North 
 
 

36. Based on Source 2, which statement best explains how the Civil War was viewed 
by some people in Louisiana, like Sarah Morgan Dawson? 
 
A. They feared the Confederacy would use the war to spread slavery throughout 

the nation. 
B. They wanted the Confederacy to win the war and return to the Union while 

maintaining their freedom. 
C. They hoped that the war would end quickly with a Union victory and the 

abolition of slavery. 
D. They believed that secession was worse for the Confederacy than remaining 

part of the Union.  
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37. Based on the sources and your knowledge of social studies, analyze the social and 
economic effects of the Civil War on Louisiana and its people. 

 
As you write, follow the directions below. 

 
• Address all parts of the prompt. 
• Include information and examples from your own knowledge of social studies. 
• Use evidence from the sources to support your response. 
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You have come to the end of Session 2 of the test. 
 
• Review your answers from Session 2 only.  
• Then, close your test booklet and sit quietly or read silently.

Session 2 
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Session 3 

Session 3 Directions 

Directions: 
Today, you will take Session 3 of the Grade 8 Social Studies Practice Test. 

Read each source and question. Then, follow the directions to answer each question. 
Mark your answers by circling the correct choice. If you need to change an answer, 
be sure to erase your first answer completely. You may look back at the sources 
when needed. 

Some of the questions will ask you to write a response. Write your response in the 
space provided in your test booklet. Only responses written within the provided space 
will be scored. 

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question. If you 
finish early, you may review your answers and any questions you did not answer in this 
session ONLY. Do not go past the stop sign. 
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Read and study the sources about sharecropping in Louisiana. Then use the four 
sources and your knowledge of social studies to answer the questions. 
 
 
Source 1 
 

Excerpt from Slavery by Another Name (2008) 
by Douglas A. Blackmon 

 
In 1910 . . . [f]ewer than one third of nearly 900,000 farms operated by African 
Americans were owned by the black men who tilled the land. The rest worked at the 
behest1 of white men. 
 
When federal census takers questioned every farmer in the United States in 1910, they 
calculated that nearly 700,000 black men, along with at least 2.5 million wives and 
children, lived and worked . . . [as] sharecroppers and rent farmers. . . . [S]harecroppers 
gave up most of their crops at the end of each season to a landlord in return for use of 
his property, a house, and supplies. But under the South’s . . . legal restrictions on black 
mobility and job freedom, the vast majority of those African Americans lived in a state of 
subjection2 to . . . white landowners. 
 
1behest: command 
2subjection: being under the control 
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Source 2  
 

The Sharecropping Cycle  
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Source 3  
 

Photographs of Louisiana Sharecroppers (1937–1939)  
 

This photograph shows a sharecropper working a field near Shreveport in 1937. 
 

 
 

This photograph shows a sharecropper family working outside their cabin near 
Transylvania, Louisiana, in 1939. 
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Source 4 
 

Adapted from a Sharecropping Contract (January 1879) 
 
This contract outlines the details of a sharecropping agreement. 
 
This agreement is being made between Solid South1 and John Dawson.  
 
Eighty-eight pounds of unprocessed cotton is to be paid to Solid South for the lease of 
fifteen acres of land on the Waterford Plantation, in Madison Parish, Louisiana. 
 
Dawson is to cultivate the land in a proper manner. All ditches, uncultivated fields, 
bridges, and fences on the land shall be kept in proper condition by Dawson, or at his 
expense. All cotton seed raised on the land shall be held for the exclusive use of the 
plantation. 
 
If Solid South provides Dawson money or necessary supplies to allow him to make a 
crop, Dawson agrees to pay for the supplies and advances out of the first cotton picked. 
Dawson also agrees to apply the money earned to the payment of the supply bill, which 
is to be fully paid on or before the 1st day of January, 1880. 
 
After payment of the supply bill, the rent is to be fully paid. All cotton raised is to be 
ginned on the plantation, and Dawson is to pay $4 per bale for ginning. 
 
To secure payment of the rent and supply bill Dawson grants Solid South a special right 
to all the products raised on the land and to all his stock, farming implements, and 
personal property. Dawson agrees that all his property shall be seized and sold to pay 
the rent and supply bill if he fails to pay the money owed. 
 
Signed 
Solid South 
 
John Dawson 
X (his mark) 
 
1Solid South: the name of a company representing a landowner 
 
Source 1: Excerpt from Slavery by Another Name: The Re-Enslavement of Black 
Americans from the Civil War to World War II by Douglas A. Blackmon, Copyright © 
2008 by Douglas A. Blackmon. Used by permission of Doubleday, an imprint of the 
Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House LLC. All 
rights reserved. 
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38. Using Source 2 and Source 4, which statement best explains why people became 
sharecroppers? 

 
A. They were poor and without land and had few other options. 
B. They were able to charge more for their goods in the marketplace. 
C. They were able to gain the knowledge they needed to run a business. 
D. They were able to demand higher wages as their skills increased. 

 
 

39. Based on all of the sources, which statements best explain how sharecropping 
affected African American sharecroppers in Louisiana? 

 
Select the two correct answers. 

 
A. It prevented African Americans from having control over profits. 
B. It provided African Americans with greater respect in society. 
C. It helped African Americans relocate to new areas. 
D. It prohibited African Americans from having full voting rights. 
E. It forced African Americans to purchase needed goods on credit. 
F. It allowed African Americans to set high prices for their crops. 

 
 

40. Based on Source 1, Source 2, and Source 4, which statement best explains why 
it was difficult to leave the system of sharecropping? 

 
A. Sharecroppers were forced by contract to remain in the state. 
B. Sharecroppers were legally prohibited from owning land. 
C. Sharecroppers continued to live on the same farms their entire lives. 
D. Sharecroppers continued to remain in debt to the landowners. 
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41. Which statement best explains why the system of sharecropping continued in 
Louisiana for decades? 

 
A. Sharecroppers and landowners shared the financial burden of sharecropping. 
B. Landowners maintained control of political decisions related to sharecropping. 
C. Landowners provided increasing independence to farmers through 

sharecropping. 
D. Sharecroppers became successful farmers due to the cycle of sharecropping. 
 
 

42. Using Source 1 and Source 2, which statement explains why many African 
Americans, known as Exodusters, most likely migrated from Louisiana to Kansas 
during the late 1800s? 

 
A. They had learned that their skills were in high demand elsewhere. 
B. They were hoping to gain influence over banks and landowners. 
C. They were seeking better opportunities and land ownership. 
D. They had lost the right to run their own businesses. 
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GO ON TO NEXT PAGE 
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43. Using the sources and your knowledge of social studies, explain two different 
ways that the sharecropping system was similar to the institution of slavery in 
Louisiana. 
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Read and study the sources about colonial settlers in Louisiana. Then use the 
two sources and your knowledge of social studies to answer the questions. 
 
 
Source 1 
 

Louisiana in the Colonial Era  
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Source 2 
 
Excerpt from “The Creole State: An Introduction to Louisiana Traditional Culture” 

by Dr. Nicholas R. Spitzer 
 
This excerpt is from an article that appeared in the Smithsonian Institution’s 1985 
Festival of American Folklife program book. Dr. Spitzer is a professor of anthropology 
and American studies at Tulane University. 
 
Predominantly Catholic and French, south Louisiana . . . is dominated by Acadians, or 
Cajuns, who came from what is now Nova Scotia as petit habitants (small farmers) in 
the late 18th century. Over time, the Cajuns have absorbed and been affected by a wide 
array of cultures in the area. 
 
South Louisiana’s distinctive foodways . . . musics . . . material culture . . . ritual and 
festival practices . . . and languages . . . reflect a diversity of culture in one region. . . .  
 
The mingling of . . . peoples in south Louisiana has been likened to the ingredients in 
gumbo . . . which contribute to a total taste while retaining distinctive ethnic “flavors.” 
[T]he term . . . “creolization” ha[s] been used to describe the region’s cultural blending 
and distinctiveness. The most concentrated creolization of cultures has occurred in  
New Orleans. 
 
In contrast to south Louisiana and New Orleans, Protestant north Louisiana is . . . 
relatively isolated and [a] more Anglo-influenced part of the state . . . [with] less 
overlapping of cultural groups than in south Louisiana. 
 
[Because northern] Louisiana is tied economically and politically to the French southern 
part of the state, an emerging creolization between these regions has been on-going 
since statehood in 1812. 
 
Source 2: Excerpt from “The Creole State: An Introduction to Louisiana Traditional 
Culture” by Nicholas R. Spitzer from Folklife in Louisiana. Copyright © 1985 Nicholas R. 
Spitzer. Reprinted by permission of the author. 
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44. Using Source 1, which statement describes the most significant effect of 
Iberville’s actions on behalf of his country? 

 
A. Spain brought its first colonists to the territory of Louisiana. 
B. The first French explorers traveled on the Mississippi River. 
C. France established its first colony in the territory of Louisiana. 
D. The first Spanish explorers founded a colony in the Mississippi Valley. 
 
 

45. Which statement best explains how the culture of Louisiana was affected by the 
settlement of Acadians as described in Source 1 and Source 2? 

 
A. It introduced Protestantism to Louisiana. 
B. It led to the spread of Cajun culture throughout southern Louisiana. 
C. It caused the decline of Native American culture in northern Louisiana. 
D. It resulted in the spread of African traditions in Louisiana. 

 
 

46. Based on Source 1, which factor most likely pulled Spanish settlers to colonial 
Louisiana? 

 
A. Spain gained the Louisiana Territory in a treaty.  
B. Louisiana was known for religious freedom. 
C. Spain discovered gold in Louisiana swamps. 
D. Louisiana was a refuge from the revolution in Spain. 

 
 

47. Based on Source 2, which statement best describes an outcome of many ethnic 
groups living together in south Louisiana? 

 
A. It created an Anglo-American culture. 
B. It led to severe conflicts between groups. 
C. It resulted in the decline of French influence. 
D. It caused cultural diffusion between groups. 
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48. Using Source 2, which statements best explain how colonial settlers influenced 
Louisiana culture? 

 
Select the two correct answers. 

 
A. Music from the many cultures merged into a unique Louisiana sound. 
B. Immigrants adopted the culture of Louisiana upon arrival.  
C. Traditions were forgotten and new ones were created. 
D. Different religions were blended into a single religion. 
E. Immigrants introduced Louisiana residents to fishing. 
F. Immigrants brought new foods and new ways of cooking to Louisiana. 
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49. Write the four correct statements in the flow chart in chronological order from 
earliest to most recent to show how cultural groups contributed to the economic 
development of Louisiana.  

 
Statements: 

Great Britain hands over Louisiana to Spain. 

Spain takes control of Louisiana from France and encourages immigration from 
Acadia, Ireland, and the Canary Islands. 

France encourages American settlers to move to Louisiana. 

New Orleans thrives with economic activity and becomes a major port on the 
Mississippi River. 

Enslaved people and German colonists clear land and build much of New Orleans 
after their arrival. 

New Orleans is founded by Bienville to serve as a commercial center in the 
Mississippi Valley. 
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50. Use the quotation and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
question. 
 

Quotation from Reminiscences1 of Abraham Lincoln 
by Allen Thorndike Rice 

 
This quotation is from Benjamin Butler, the commander of the Union forces that 
occupied New Orleans during the Civil War. 
 
Before I left Washington I called upon the President. . . . [He] said: “. . . General, 
get into New Orleans if you can, and the backbone2 of the rebellion will be broken. 
It is of more importance than anything else that can now be done.” 

 
1reminiscences: memories or recall of past experiences 
2backbone: foundation or strength 

 
Which statement best explains why Abraham Lincoln viewed the city of New 
Orleans as important?  

 
A. He thought the city was critical to the war because it had a large population. 
B. He knew the Confederate Army would surrender if the city were captured.  
C. He thought the population could be persuaded to support the Union Army.  
D. He knew the Mississippi River was a key transportation route for both sides.  
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51. Use the flow chart and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
question. 

 
Advancements in the Crawfish Industry in Louisiana 

 

 
 

Which statement best completes the flow chart about the crawfish industry in 
Louisiana? 

 
A. Crawfish farming becomes the wealthiest industry in Louisiana. 
B. Crawfish farming becomes dependent on migrant labor. 
C. Crawfish farming becomes closely associated with Louisiana culture.  
D. Crawfish farming becomes controlled by major corporations. 
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52. Use the image and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question. 
 

National American Woman Suffrage Association, Program Book (1903) 
 

This is an image of a program book from a convention that was held in  
New Orleans in 1903. 

 

 
 

Which statement describes the most likely purpose of holding the convention in 
Louisiana? 

 
A. to influence government officials to support voting rights for women 
B. to convince state legislators to vote to increase wages for female workers 
C. to persuade state legislators to improve working conditions for female workers 
D. to nominate a presidential candidate who supports women’s rights 
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53. Use the photograph and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
question. 

 
Migrant Farmworkers (1939) 

 
This photograph shows migrant farmworkers picking strawberries in southeastern 
Louisiana. 

 

 
 

Which statement best explains why migrant farmworkers come to Louisiana to find 
employment, as shown in the photograph?  

 
A. They can avoid traveling to areas where there are few jobs. 

B. They can legally work for more than two months at a time. 

C. They can move as needed to harvest different seasonal crops. 

D. They can go where the government provides agricultural work. 
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54. Which statement best explains the relationship between specialization and the 
seafood industry in Louisiana? 
 
A. The seafood industry imports large amounts of seafood in order to pay fewer 

taxes.  
B. Producers are able to focus on high-quality seafood to compete with imports. 
C. The seafood industry has a limited supply of different types of seafood.  
D. Consumers are unable to purchase many types of high-quality seafood.  
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55. Use the table and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question. 
 

Top Louisiana Exports, 2014 
 

 
 

Which statement best explains the importance of Louisiana’s exports to 
international trade? 

 
A. Louisiana exports petroleum and coal products mainly by container ship. 
B. Louisiana exports valuable natural resources and raw materials to other 

nations.  
C. Most goods exported from Louisiana are consumer products sold in stores 

abroad. 
D. Most goods exported from Louisiana are sold to tourists in other nations. 
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You have come to the end of Session 3 of the test. 
 
• Review your answers from Session 3 only. 
• Then, close your test booklet and sit quietly or read silently. 
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	Session 1 Directions
	Directions:
	Today, you will take Session 1 of the Grade 8 Social Studies Practice Test.
	2. Which statement explains why the state legislature passed the new Louisiana Constitution of 1868, shown in Source 3?
	3. Which statement describes an action taken by white southerners who opposed the principles in the Louisiana Constitution of 1868, shown in Source 3?
	4. Using Source 4, which statements best explain why many white southern citizens were concerned about the arrival of carpetbaggers?
	6. Based on Source 1 and Source 3, which events had a direct impact on Louisiana becoming a state?
	Select the two correct answers.
	7. Using Source 2, which factor most likely influenced the decision by the U.S. Congress to admit Louisiana as a state?
	8. Based on Source 4, which phrase explains how the U.S. Constitution influenced the Louisiana Constitution of 1812?
	10. Using Source 4, which statement best explains why statehood was beneficial to Louisiana and its people?
	11. Using the sources and your knowledge of social studies, identify two different challenges faced by Louisiana as it became a state and explain why each challenge had to be overcome in order for Louisiana to be admitted to the Union as a state.
	12. Using Source 1, which of Louisiana’s fishing areas would most likely be affected by storm surges created by hurricanes?
	13. Using Source 2, which statement explains how the demand for seafood products most likely affects the commercial fishing industry in Louisiana?
	14. Based on Source 2, which factor is most important for maintaining the long-term trend for finfish shown in Source 3?
	15. Based on Source 4, which statement best explains how excessive rain can negatively affect the fishing industry in Louisiana?
	1gross: twelve dozen (144)



	Session 2 Directions
	Directions:
	Today, you will take Session 2 of the Grade 8 Social Studies Practice Test.
	27. Based on Source 1, which statement best explains how Louisiana was affected by reformers like the Gordon sisters in the early 1900s?
	28. Based on Source 2, which statement best explains how Louisiana parishes reacted to the temperance movement?
	29. Using Source 3, which group most likely opposed the Progressive reform efforts of Governor Parker?
	30. Based on Source 3, which statement best explains why Governor Parker was regarded as a progressive politician?
	31. Using Source 4, which statement best explains why it was important to change child labor laws in Louisiana?


	Adapted from “The Fight at Port Hudson” (April 18, 1863)
	by Harper’s Weekly
	This excerpt from an article in Harper’s Weekly describes the siege of Port Hudson in March 1863.
	On the night of 14–15th March, Admiral Farragut passed the rebel batteries1 at Port Hudson. He attacked the forts with his entire fleet. All but the two vessels were repelled. A graphic description of this event is given by a reporter for the New York...
	“Never shall I forget the sight that then met my astonished vision. Shooting upward at an angle of forty-five degrees, with the rapidity of lightning, small globes of golden flame were seen sailing through the sky. The terrible missile.
	The enemy poured in his shot and shell as thick as hail.
	The roar of the cannon was constant, and the flashes, together with the flight of the shells from the mortar boats, made up a combination of sound and sight impossible to describe. It was very difficult to know how to steer to prevent running ashore.
	Upward and upward rolled the smoke, shutting out of view the beautiful stars and obscuring the vision on every side.
	Bombardment of Port Hudson by Admiral Farragut’s Fleet (March 14–15, 1863)
	This image shows the bombardment of the Confederate fort at Port Hudson, on the Mississippi River, by the U.S. Navy in March 1863.
	34. Using Source 1 and Source 3, which statement best explains why many battles took place along the Mississippi River in Louisiana?
	37. Based on the sources and your knowledge of social studies, analyze the social and economic effects of the Civil War on Louisiana and its people.


	Session 3 Directions
	Directions:
	Today, you will take Session 3 of the Grade 8 Social Studies Practice Test.
	40. Based on Source 1, Source 2, and Source 4, which statement best explains why it was difficult to leave the system of sharecropping?
	41. Which statement best explains why the system of sharecropping continued in Louisiana for decades?



	Excerpt from “The Creole State: An Introduction to Louisiana Traditional Culture”
	by Dr. Nicholas R. Spitzer



